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The Ismailis separated from the rest of the Imami Shi‘is on the death of the Imam Jafar al-
Sadiq in 148/765. By the middle of the 3rd/9th century, the Ismailis had organized a secret, reli-
gio-political movement designated as al-da“wa (the mission) or, more precisely, al-da‘wa al-hadiya
(the rightly guiding mission). The overall aim of this dynamic and centrally-directed movement of
social protest was to uproot the ° Abbiisids and install the ¢ Alid imam acknowledged by the Ismailis
to the actual rule of the Islamic community (umma). The revolutionary message of the Ismaili
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Qarmati incursions. Having transformed the Fatimid dawla from a regional power into an expan-
ding and stable empire with a newly activated da®wa apparatus, al-Mu‘izz died in 365/975.
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memberts of his community. The a7 kept a portion of the funds collected on behalf of the imam,
including the zakar, the khums and certain Ismaili-specific dues like the najwa, to finance his local
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the latter part of Ahmagl al-Mukarram’s reien (459-477/1067-1084). when the Sulayhids
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559/1164, the Nizari imams themselves emerged openty at Alamit and took charge of the affairs
of their da“wa and state.” The Nizar state lasted for some 166 years until it too was uprooted by
the Mongol hordes | ) “u







