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Religion, Humanism and Dignity 
 
Like that of other traditions, Islam is, thus, an ethic of social inclusion, of a shared humanity. 
Indeed, the Qur’an refers to the diversity of human races and cultures, of languages and 
colours, as among the merciful signs of Allah. It affirms that each people have been given a 
direction and calls upon all to come together and strive for goodness. 
 
What is the sustainable basis for this coming together and striving for goodness? All religions 
converge towards one essential message: respect for the dignity of the human person. Some 
traditions say that the human person is made in the image of God; some say that God has 
breathed His own spirit in the human person. From this common commitment to respect for 
human dignity spring the cluster of values, which constitutes, what we may call, a 
transcendent or universal or global ethic, and which defines our shared humanity. These are 
the values that provide a pragmatic framework for friendly dialogue, joint action where 
feasible and honourable disagreement, if necessary. But what gives strength to this pragmatic 
framework is the spiritual purpose of seeking to elicit the noble, which resides in every human 
being. 
 
 
The Necessity for Religious Collaboration 
 
The challenge to our society of religions is how to progress from an articulation of our 
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