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REFLECTION: ALUMNI RESEARCH GRANT 

Kainat Jalaluddin – 
Class of GPISH 2019

To successfully pursue a PhD in Medieval Arabic 
Philosophy requires command of Classical 
Arabic. While Classical Arabic itself is very 

demanding, philosophical texts add further complexity. In 
pursuit of my ambition, the only way forward was to take 
advanced Classical Arabic classes to prepare myself for 
PhD admission. The Institute of Ismaili Studies’ Alumni 
Relations Unit valued my passion and supported me in 
pursuing a Classical Arabic course through the Alumni 
Research Grant at one of the best institutes for Arabic 
tutoring, i.e., the Qasid Institute, Amman, Jordan. This 
intensive course was ideal for my future studies. It provided 
me with one-on-one tutoring and supervision to read and 
interpret extracts from Medieval Arabic philosophical texts 
ranging from Avicenna’s al-Isharat waõl-tanbihat, al-Ghazali’s 
Maqasid al-Falasifa
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From the Sunday morning 
silence Jabir erupts: “Did 
you know that the oldest cave 
painting they’ve found so far 
is in the Maltravieso cave in 
Cáceres, Spain?”

Jabir is my house mate, and has 
just saved me from drowning 
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The current COVID-19 pandemic has truly hit the world 
unprepared. Relative to the majority of the world, in East 
Africa and Pakistan, there are glimmers of hope that, despite 
the lack of adequate health systems and facilities, and the 
years of under-investment, we have dodged the proverbial 
bullet. There are a number of working theories as to why 
COVID-19 cases have not been as high as predicted and why 
the disease is waning in these regions. These include prior 
exposure to SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) 
viruses, of which the novel coronavirus is a variant, as well 
as the generally youthful population of these regions. These 
theories and hopes give us pause for thought as virtually 
everything else has been either disrupted, halted, or thrown 
into disarray. 

One of the primary considerations besides health is education. 
UNICEF estimates that over 1.5 billion learners have had their 
education interrupted, primarily in the public sector. Private 
schools and institutions, who invested in the development of 
their digital capacities, have weathered the COVID-19 storm 
a little better. They have managed to continue a semblance 
of “normal” education by transitioning what they would have 
done in face-to-face classes to online modalities. 

The immediate and longer-term effects of the pandemic are 
already damaging entire education systems, including higher 
education. These effects are deep and profound: they will 
lead to loss of learning for the most vulnerable in society, and 
increases in mental health concerns for teachers and learners. 
At the same time, the meaning and purposes of education 
are being questioned anew, particularly when faced with 
disruption or in the event of catastrophic challenges. 

There are two views on what may be next: in one, we will 
revert to schooling as normal, although with health precautions 
demanding physical distancing, limiting numbers in learning 
spaces, and limiting extracurricular activities. This seems to 

TEACHING DIGITAL NATIVES ONLINE –  
EMPOWERING TEACHERS FOR THE NEW NORMAL
Anil Khamis – Class of WTEP 1993
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STUDENT EMPOWERMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION: REFLECTING 
ON TEACHING PRACTICE AND LEARNER ENGAGEMENT (2 VOLS) 
Edited by Sharmina Mawani (GPISH 2002) and Anjoom A. Mukadam

Student Empowerment in Higher Education brings together the accumulated knowledge and 
experience of many accomplished teachers and students from higher education institutions around 
the world, and has much to offer those who are engaged in higher education, as students, teachers 
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