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IPMESSAGE FROM THE ALUMNI 
RELATIONS COORDINATOR

Dear IIS Alumni,

I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my gratitude to all of 
you as well as my colleagues in 
the Department of Community 
Relations for the support I have 
received in my role as the Alumni 

Relations Coordinator since April 2019. As a recent 
alumnus of the GPISH programme in 2018, this role 
has been a significant professional milestone in my 
career to understand and implement the vision of the 
IIS through the programmes, events, and new initiatives 
for our global alumni body. Through these activities, 
the Alumni Relations Unit is committed to supporting 
alumni in various stages of their career and professional 
development, and strengthening their relationship with 
the IIS and various other Imamat institutions. 

Based on the Alumni Profile Report 2019–2020, the 
IIS Alumni Association now comprises over 670 
alumni across more than thirty countries. I am pleased 
to report that almost 90% of all alumni participated in 
the IIS Alumni Survey in December 2019, and I would 
like to extend a big thank you to all who completed the 
survey. This issue of the Alumni Newsletter provides a 
snapshot of alumni-related events and activities that have 
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS FROM  
THE ANNUAL ALUMNI PROFILE REPORT  
2019 – 20201 

New Alumni 
27 students graduated 

from STEP and have  
joined ITREBs in their  

home countries

10 students have completed 
their final year of GPISH 
and five have undertaken 
internships with the IIS  

and AKDN 

1  587 alumni (87% of IIS alumni body) responded to the IIS Alumni Survey 2019. Orange markers on the map indicate where alumni live and blue markers 
indicate where some alumni are employed.

Alumni Body
The global IIS  

alumni body comprises 678  
graduates from the five human 

resource development  
programmes implemented by  
the IIS since the early 1980s

Academic  
Achievements 
33 alumni received  

awards and grants, including 
fellowships and scholarships

35 alumni published papers  
in academic journals

43 alumni presented papers  
at international conferences 

5 alumni published  
monographs

Employment 
A significant majority  

of our alumni  

(583 or 86%) 
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General Meeting (NACG AGM) 
The NACG AGM was held at the Aga Khan Garden, 
University of Alberta Botanic Garden, Edmonton, Canada, 
from 27th to 28th August 2019. The theme of the AGM 
was Cross-Cultural Adaptations. The guest speakers were  
Dr Karim Dharamsi, Chair of General Education and 
Professor of Philosophy at Mount Royal University, and 
Professor Mojtaba Mahdavi, Chair of Islamic Studies at 
the University of Alberta. Four alumni presented some 
of their recent and current work: Naheed Mukhi (GPISH 
2017) on Including Religious Pluralism in Early Childhood 
Curriculum: Madrassa ECD Program in East Africa; Farhad 
Mortezaee (GPISH 2005) on Islamic Garden Design; 
Perwaiz Hayat (McGill 1987) on Mughal Gardens with 
Special Reference to the Shalamar Gardens; Aleem Karmali 
(GPISH 2009) on Islamic Gardens: Catalysts for Change. 
Thirty-five alumni attended the NACG AGM from Canada 
and the United States. 
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GPISH 2019 Graduates: 
Aisha Ali, Huma Gul, Kainat Jalaluddin, Rayhon Jonbekova, Nazma Kazani, Zehra Shallwani, Samra Siraj, Suhaib Ud Din, 
Tabish Virani, Mishaal Zulfiqar

STEP 2019 Graduates: 
Faridoon Haidary, Sadia Rajwani, Alyssa Karim Lalani, Mina Safdari, Karishma Nazir Nathoo , Karishma Nizar Patel, Ruhee 
Farooqshah Kassam, Sahista Siraj Chawdawala, Samaneh Niktinat, Afshan Fazal, Aly Ahad Mawji, Anita Ali, Auranzaib Noor 
Ali, Rozina Qasim, Seema Ghadir, Zohra Parveen, Zulaira Khimani, Farida Abdulodzhonova, Nigora Dorobekova, Shahzeen 
Hanif Rashid, Afzan Perwaiz Tharani, Sanya Tejani, Sofia Ali, Tanisha Akbar Hassam 
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‘Kill your darlings, kill your darlings, even when it breaks 
your egocentric little scribbler’s heart, kill your darlings.’ 
Sound advice from Stephen King’s On Writing: A Memoir of 
the Craft 
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•  Monitor the visibility of user/member profiles to control any 
harassing or bullying situations (if they occur).

•  Add and enable the ‘Black List’ rule for discussion boards to 
avoid the use of inappropriate content or words by contributors.

• 





17

PU
B

L
IC

A
T

IO
N

S,
 P

A
PE

R
S 

A
N

D
 P

R
E

SE
N

TA
T

IO
N

S

Adatia, Sh. (2019a). Book review, Action Research for 
Inclusive Education: Participation and Democracy in 
Teaching and Learning by F. Armstrong & D. Tsokova, 
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S Hayat. P. (2019). “Mughal Gardens with Special Reference 
to the Shalamar Gardens, Presented at the NACG-IIS 
Alumni Conference, Edmonton, Canada. 

Hoosein, N. (2019a). Triumphant Towers and Sites of Spolia 
in Almohad Spain and Morocco: The Case of the Sevillian 
Minaret ProQuest, UTD Library. 
(2019b). Triumphant Towers and Sites of Spolia in Almohad 
Spain and Morocco: The Case of the Sevillian Minaret, 
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